Interview with Esther Beer by Molleker, Jacques & Beer, Esther
Fort Hays State University 
FHSU Scholars Repository 
College of Education One-Room Schoolhouse 
Oral Histories Archives Online 
July 2021 
Interview with Esther Beer 
Jacques Molleker 
Fort Hays State University 
Esther Beer 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholars.fhsu.edu/ors 
Content Disclaimer 
The primary source materials contained in the Fort Hays State University Special Collections 
and Archives have been placed there for research purposes, preservation of the historical 
record, and as reflections of a past belonging to all members of society. Because this material 
reflects the expressions of an ongoing culture, some items in the collections may be sensitive in 
nature and may not represent the attitudes, beliefs, or ideas of their creators, persons named in 
the collections, or the position of Fort Hays State University. 
Recommended Citation 
Molleker, Jacques and Beer, Esther, "Interview with Esther Beer" (2021). College of Education One-Room 
Schoolhouse Oral Histories. 107. 
https://scholars.fhsu.edu/ors/107 
This Audio Recording is brought to you for free and open access by the Archives Online at FHSU Scholars 
Repository. It has been accepted for inclusion in College of Education One-Room Schoolhouse Oral Histories by an 
authorized administrator of FHSU Scholars Repository. 
An Oral History 
The One Room School 
An Interview wilh 
Est.her Beer of Larned , Kansas 
by Jacques Molleker 
Presented lo Dr. Mi ller 
History of American Education 
ACES 800 
This is an oral history. I am interviewing Esther Beer who 
taught in a one room school house. 
What subjects were taught in the school? 
"Okay, we taught, of course, reading, spelling and math. And, 
then of course, we had English and geogrphy which we called 
social studies. Now, geography and health . No science, then 
when we first started . No science. And of course, you know, you 
started with,-- you taught the first graders first and gave them 
busy-work and then the second graders. While you were doing that 
you had already assigned work to from about the fourth grade on 
up. So they worked while you had these classes. Then you just 
went down the row and had the classes and when you finished one 
class you assigned the next day's lesson so they worked on that 
while you finished everything else. They didn't have time to 
piddle around. And they were good kids. They didn't have time 
to get into trouble. And then little kids, you know, they spent 
their time listening to the upper grades and that was really deep 
for them. They learned a lot from that. But they were busy. 
You kept them--You had an assignment for them to start to work on 
the minute you got through with their class. So they worked all 
the time. They were a day ahead always. Had to do that." 
How long was the school day? When did it start in the morning? 
When did it stop in the evening? 
We started at nine in the morning and went until four. Nine 
until four. 
How long was the school year? 
"Well, the rural schools were all just eight months. We started 
after Labor Day and got out about the last week of April. And, 
if we had a storm and were out a week, we just missed a week and 
when we went back we just doubled the lessons and made it up. 
You didn't add on any days. You knew when it was going to be."' 
Whal type of leaching methods did you use? 
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"Mine. We really weren't--Well, of course, now they would s ay it 
is old-fashioned but, you know, you taught phonics for l o teach 
them to read. You taught all of the combinations of add, 
subtract, multiply and so on. And when you got them taught that, 
they didn't have much trouble with anything else. Old fashioned 
as it may be, it was necessary." 
What kind of leaching aids did you have? Chalkboard? 
"Thal was about it. Chalkboard and maybe some pictures you might 
cul out of magazines that would go with what you were teaching, 
and maps. That's just about all that was there.'' 
Did you have any special classes? Like for special education 
students--the LO students? 
''Well, yes and no. Like I said, this first. one that I had the 
boy in there that was my age. Okay, he was reading al third 
grade reading. He was in I think fifth grade math and the other 
subjects you just sort. of hit and missed. Spelling, I don't 
remember. He was maybe a fourth grader. But, I had him sit in 
those classes with what. he, you know, was able lo do. And then 
as he advanced, now, before the end of the year he was about up 
lo the fifth grade in reading. And had advanced, you know, so I 
guess you would call that special work. I just put him where he 
was and then, as he improved, he moved lo the next row of kids." 
What was the amount of different classes given at any one time? 
"At one time? How do you mean that? I wonder? Well, I tell you 
what--you know, you just had it, you gave--we had reading this 
period. So much math this period. Spelling and English usually 
the same period. And then usually we had geography and health 
like the last period of the day. And, I guess that is the way 
you say it. 
As I said, I started out with the first grade, then the second 
grade in their reading activities. Then I gave them what I would 
call busy work for them, then I went on lo the other grades. And 
we all had reading at the same time. But, you know, same 
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period. Then as I would get the other grades through with their 
reading assignments, then they would get someth ing lo work on for 
the next day and by the time you got through lhe eighth grade, it 
was probably time for recess. If you planned it lhal way. 
And then usually the second period was math. Don't know why, but 
the--1 guess because that was the way I went lo school. We did 
lhal and we always did. So, the second period was math and did 
exactly the same way. And usually it look a full period. You 
know, for the eight grades and sometimes yot.t didn't gel as much 
covered as you thought you would if they were starling something 
new and they needed a lot of extra work on-- spenl several days 
like we do now. And that took you until noon. Then they look 
their sack lunches and everybody ate." 
Did you use competency tests too move students from one grade 
level to another? 
"Not really. At the end of--at that time at the end of each book 
was what we would call competency tests now. And il was in the 
teacher's book. It wasn't in the childrens' of course. And, you 
gave them that test at the end of that book. To see if they had 
grasped everything they were supposed to. So, I guess you would 
call it that. It wasn't really called that, but that would be 
the same thing." 
Did the school have a library? 
"Not really. At that time the County Superintendent--she had a 
reading program and each distric t was lo buy, it seems like ten 
books a year, and we had lo go--lhe teacher had lo go pick them 
out because you had to have one that would apply to the first 
graders. You know, it was about a book a grade was what it was. 
That was one thing the distrct had l o buy. That was, they made 
them do that. But, we did. I did--! took a lot of books t hat I 
had at home and each of the children would bring books--it was 
their favorite book or something and we kept them at school and 
the kids would read them there. So it gave them a little 
variation there." 
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How did you decide on what textbooks to use and where did you get 
them? 
"I can't remember. I think that all came through the County 
Superintendent--if I remember right." 
Did you have any choice in which book to use? 
"Not at firsl--No. 1-- we just didn't have any choice. But I 
know that was where it came from because she had the list of 
books. And of course each child bought his own. You know at. 
that time there was a place in town--each one bought his own 
5 
everything. It was all packaged up. And all first graders had 
the same book--it was the same all over the county. And I just 
can't remember when--we changed books. I just can't remember how 
we did that. I was on a committee several times that did, but I 
can't remember what we did about it. But, I think it was still 
through the superintendent's office. We went in there and looked 
at books and decided." 
In the school, what kind of atmos phere was there for education? 
Was it real strict? Was it fairly loosely handled? 
"Well, I was not a loosely handled teacher. I mean I had my 
rules and regulations but I wasn' t radical. I mean if something 
was funny, we enjoyed it, but then we sett.led down to work. We 
didn't, you know, and I would admit the last few years tha t I 
taught it was kind of hard on me because I wasn't really u s ed - -! 
still couldn't get used to the kids getting up and you know, I 
wasn't quite used to all of that but you had to let them do it. 
But you still could limit that too, you know. But, no, and there 
really was with those eight grades like that, there really was no 
problem because everybody had something to do and they did it." 
What sort of rules did you have back then that are different. from 
what we have now? 
"Well, I don't know. When we came into the school house, 
everybody took his seat and that was it. And, if you had to go 
to the restroom, which was the old outside privy, and as a rule 
they didn't do that unless it was a necessity, especially in the 
wintertime. I always had them hold their hand up and ask me. 
And, as a rule, unless we were having class, I let them go. Only 
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one al a lime. But, you know, that was no problem and they 
usually didn't stay out very long. And, we just, you know, we 
went to the board lo do board work. Why, they knew that was what 
they were up there for. And, of course, our recesses and noon, 
we played games. I was a real good football player. I can tell 
you for sure. Cause teachers played right with them, I tell 
you . " 
What were some of the special observances at the school? Did you 
have Christmas programs? 
"Okay, we always had a Halloween program. We always had a 
Christmas program and then through the rest of the year we had 
just our Valentine's party. We had our own little parties al 
school, but this other was evening programs and the whole 
community came. And, usually al Halloween we had that Penny 
Carnival that I was telling you about so we could buy a few 
things. We had a program and then we would set up what do you 
call il--fishing. Where you put magnets and caught things, and 
you always had a chair with a battery hooked up lo it so that il 
could be turned on and it would shock them when they sat down. 
You charged them a penny apiece. And, there were always some 
parents their kids could hardly wail for them lo get in that 
chair. See what would happen, and we always had those two 
programs. And then the rest through the year we always had our 
own parties. And, then we always had our big last day of school 
program. And, of course a big, big dinner and that ended it." 
Did the school have a graduation ceremony? 
"Now, the eighth graders they had a county graduation. They all 
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went to the old auditorium that we had down here. Every eighth 
grader in the county went there for a big graduation service. And 
that was under the control of the County Superintendent again . 
We always had some special music and a speaker, and you know, big 
deal. 
What was a typical day like before and after school? 
"Well, as we had lo do all of our janitor work, I would gel there 
about 7:00 and 7:30 in the morning, and in the wintertime you had 
lo gel the fire going to gel the chill out of the school room, 
you know. And, it depended upon how late I stayed the night 
before. Sometimes I swept out the floor. Sometimes I s wep t 
everyday and washed the chalkboard, and I did learn finally after 
several weeks that al the end of the day if some of them were 
through with their work I would send them outside with the 
erasers lo clean them. Hit them together and clean them, and 
they loved that. And, l haled doing it, so we were both happy . 
But, you did all the work that was lo be done, and in the 
wintertime it was worse because you had lo shovel a path out lo 
the outhouses, lake a broom and sweep the inside out, which I 
dearly loved. But, that was it. We had to do it. There was 
nobody else to do it, so we did." 
How were the teaching ways or habits different now than from when 
you taught? 
"Well, let's see. I taught through both phases. Well, I' 11 tell 
you, there is a lot of things that l think are really good. I 
mean back then we were too cul and dry. I will go along with 
that. Now, we need some more cut and dry along with this other, I 
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think. I think it is good that they are having all these other 
activities a.nd things that we didn't have. But, still I think 
there is some of the basics that they could be a little stronger 
on. I still go along with that. But, we were j u st--well, it was 
just cut and dry. You went from 1 to a 100 or however the book 
was and that was it . And, there wasn't much variation really. 
Everybody followed about the same. About the same thing because 
we had--. Whal was the book called? Another one that came out 
through the superintendent's office which I suppose she got from 
the Stale. I 'm sure that is where they came out from. And it 
was kind of like you--guess you would say a plan for a school day 
or a school month, and I think almost everybody followed that 
pretty much because you had those books and you just did il." 
How were teachers expected to coduct themselves in the 
community? 
"Well, I was n't bothered too much because I was raised in a 
strict community. I was not allowed to dance. We were not 
allowed to play cards. I did not know how to play cards until I 
retired. And, we didn't dance. It was moslly church activities 
and literary societies with the community, you know. But, I know 
those that taught in some of the towns , they couldn't dance 
either then, couldn't smoke, couldn't be seen in certain places, 
which after hours I couldn't see that. But that was the way it 
was. You see, that didn't bother me because I was in the 
community where that is all we did anyhow. So, it didn't 
matter. You know--." 
Were you in charge of any extracurricula activities? 
"Well, yes, I taught music and I always had art. I had art once 
a week. And, we had it in the morning. We had a half hour 
opening exercises of music. Singing and so on. And, then for 
some of the programs I taught special little dances. Little 
things. Not anything that would make the parents object to 
them. Some kinds of little movements they could do so that--. 
You had to be careful because they might, if they thought you 
were teaching them to dance. That would be bad. But, it was--it 
was--1 was in charge of music and art." 
Was there any problem of teacher turnover? 
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"As a rule not. Because at that time I was teaching in the first 
rural schools, if you had a job you had better hang onto it if 
you could because there were so many teachers wanting your job. 
But, now that first school I taught , I only stayed two years 
because my sister was teaching at the old Tiny School over here. 
And, then she moved into Larned. Well, the Tiny School Board 
came to me. I was only getting $45.00 a month and the Tiny School 
Board came lo me and offered lo S70.00 a month. And, that was a 
lot of money, so I moved. S70 . 00 was a lot different than S45.00 
a month. And I got lo Tiny School and they had balls that the 
school bought. We were realy getting up there." 
In the first school that you worked at, you were the only 
teacher? 
"Yes." 
How about the second school? 
"I was the only teacher there too." 
Was there a principal for the schools? 
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"Nobody. you were il. And, the County Superintendent came and 
visited each school once a year. You didn't know when she was 
coming. But, you sort of knew because the months didn't vary 
much from year to year. But, when she visited, she usually would 
sit through maybe one period, like from noon to recess, or 
something like that. But, she had to visit every school, except, 
but see--at that time she still had--. Rozel, Burdett and 
Garfield were all under what they called the rural thing too. 
So, she had to visit all those too, but Larned was the only one 
she didn't. But, she had to visit every school once a year 
through the school year." 
What evaluation system did they use for teachers to determine 
whether or not they would keep them? 
"I don' t think they had any. I think the School Board got 
together and if they thought she was not any good, they kicked 
her out of there. There was nothing said about il. They just 
told her she was fired, and I think that was it. I never 
was--when I applied--Woodrow was the only, this sound ridiculous 
when you teach thirty years, but Woodrow was the only school I 
ever applied for because the School Board came from Tiny and 
asked me. So, I didn't apply there and then I quit teaching when 
I got married--see. And, then I taught at Brown School out there 
before I went into Larned. I taught five years out there and 
that School Board came to me and wanted to know if I was 
qualified to teach . And, then when that school--well, they 
didn't close. But, it was a couple of years , I guess, after. I 
was there five years but then the first grade teacher at 
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Northside developed cancer, and Clarence Kirby was the principal 
and he called me up and wanted to know if I would be interested 
into moving into there. So, I handed in my resignation and moved 
in. So, I really never applied anywhere much except that one 
school. But, no, there wasn't too much movement of teachers back 
then because they had no place to go. They really didn't." 
How were discipline problems handled with the children? 
"Well, really, as I told you, I really didn't have that much 
because they were all kept busy. Course, you had some. But, one 
look from my eagle eye and they kind of calmed down. You could 
give them a swat and I did. I didn't hesitate if they needed a 
swat. But didn't--one swat was all I gave them, but it was a 
pretty good one. But, really, there weren't that many problems 
because as I told said, they were all kept busy. And, then when 
we went out on the playground, we all just played. All eight 
grades played the same. Like we played baseball in the spring. We 
played football and those were the noon times. At recesses I 
usually let them play what they wanted to at recess. That gave 
the little kids a chance to swing and on the teetertotters and 
things like that. But, at noon we all played the same thing. We 
all played football or baseball or whatever it was."' 
Were the parents ever bought in to help with disciplining a child 
or did anyone ever object to the disciplining of a child? 
"Not to my knowledge. They didn't tell me if they did. 
I know it was that first school , you know. Barbara's dad warned 
me about one pupil. This one I told you was my age, but he was 
good--he was slightly retarded. But, he was a good boy really. 
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They told me, now I don't know, they said the teacher or two 
before, they just kind of let him sit most of the time, and I 
think he did cause trouble. But, you see, I got him in the grades 
he belonged, and he was moved--he was kept busy all the time and 
he was no problem at all." 
Did women teachers handle things differently than men did at the 
time? 
"I don't know whether we did or not. I think we all just had our 
own problems and took care of them the way--like now. Everyb ody 
has a different method of doing things and I'm sure that is the 
way we were then. There was nobody really to check on us. I 
don't know. I'm sure they all did ." 
Where did you live when you taught at the Woodrow School? 
"At home with my folks. It was only three miles from my folks. 
I lived at home--! take it back--then when I moved t o Tiny d own 
there my sis had an apartment in town because she was teaching i n 
Larned , so then I moved in there with her and dro ve out fro m 
Larned to Tiny School which was over here a mile north of me a n d 
a half mile west." 
How much schooling did you have to start teaching? 
"You had to have--well, then when I started--now these older ones 
that started, the ones that had been teaching for years, all they 
had to do was to have a high school diploma and pass the State 
Test. 
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I don't know what it was, I guess it was a Teacher's Exam, I 
think. And that is all they had to have. BUt, I had to have a 
Three Year State which I got that first. You had to go, well, it 
was a year and a summer session to get a Three Year State. And I 
went that first summer and then I went the next winter and the 
next summer. Then you had so many years that you had lo have 
your Life . If you didn't have your Life by that time, then you 
were out of luck. But it wasn't that big of deal . Life was 
about 60 hours, I think, if I remember right. And a Three Year 
State was 30 or 35 . So , it really wasn't that big of a deal 
because I just went every summer anyhow . " 
Do you remember when the school house was built? The Woodrow 
Schoolhouse? 
"No. It was built--because kids that were my older brothers' and 
sisters' ages went there, so I have no idea when it was built." 
Was the school a public school? Everybody could go? 
Yes." 
What type of heating did you have? Lighting? Toilets? 
"I told you about those toilets. They were the little houses 
behind the big h ouse. Heating was a round stove that you built a 
fire in. I had lo chop my own kindling. The School Board brought 
the wood up but they didn't chop it. And you had coal. So, I 
soon learned how lo--what do they call it--bank a fire at night 
so that when you went in the mornings in real cold weather, you 
could just--you know--move it apart and there would be some fire 
there and you could start your fire right up." 
What about lighting? Did you need lanterns? 
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"We had some coal oil lights there. But, I don't remember that I 
ever used them because I remember a time or two it got dark like 
a storm came over, and I just moved everybody over by the windows 
and we just did things that we could kind of do together. We 
didn ' t try to do an actual whole lot of studying because il was 
loo dark. And even if I had lighted the coal oil lamps, they 
cou ldn 't have seen because there weren 't that many. And, then, 
of course, we had our night programs . We 11 , I don' l know, I 
guess the different people around, they brought in these gas 
lamps. They hung them from the ceiling on hooks. We didn't have 
enough . I think the people al the school, you know, if they knew 
we were going to have a program, they all brought their ga s 
lights and hung them up on hooks . " 
How did the school get its water? 
"With a pump that you went out and pumped and held a cup under il 
and got your drink of waler. Thal was it . " 
Was there any significance to the name of the school? Wa s it 
named after someone? 
"I really don't know about that school, whether it was or not. 
Woodrow-- I have no idea. I just haven't thought about il . I 
just look il for granted. 
They always were." 
I'm sure il was named after somebody. 
Whal wa s the interior of the school like? 
"Well, originally it was a two room school but they only had a 
two room school for two or three years. I believe that is what 
they told me. Lack of funds maybe. I don't know what it was. 
The rooms were nice big rooms. But, it was one room and, of 
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course, at the back here you had your shelves with your library 
books on . You know, things like that. It was all there. But, 
when it was two room school, it had these wooden folding doors 
between the rooms and when you had like your programs, you opened 
these folding doors because you had a platform running clear 
across. And, of course, when I taught there, it was jus t a one 
room and I kept those folding doors close d bec ause, f o r one 
thing, I couldn't heat both parts. I wasn't able t o build a f i re 
in the other one. But, then when I had a program, well, I a l ways 
opened the doors and then lighted both stoves s o that it was 
healed there . But, there was nothing fancy . It wa s windows on 
one side, always a platform al the front. And this d i d have a 
little hall out there . Sort of a hall that they could hang their 
coats in. In the winter they brought them inside because i t got 
too cold." 
Who was 1n charge of the upkeep of the building? 
"Well, it was the School Board's responsibility. They were 
supposed to and I know now this School Board was a good school 
board. I knew of some that weren ' t. But, I know they had me, 
like at the end of the year, wr i te down a list of thing s that 
might have to be fixed. That was no sign that they wou l d f i x 
them. But, if it was something that was really necessary, they 
would fix it. 
done." 
But, you wrote down what you thought nee d e d to b e 
What special events happened at the school other than s choo l 
programs? 
"At that school--none. Because the Ash Valley School, that I told 
16 
you where I went lhal had a big basement and they had a lot of 
room that was a community cente r where they had all their 
lileraries and things. Thal would be two or lhree communities 
came there to have their literaries and get togethers because 
there was a lot of space there." 
What phy~ical changes occurred al the schoolhouse while you 
taughl there? Were there any changes on the building? 
"No. It was just like il was . " 
Whal were some of lhe physical problems of the school? 
"Well, I guess really none then because il wasn't any different 
than any other place. I had a stove lo keep us warm and we had 
waler to drink and that was all that was necessary." 
Whal happened to the schoolhouse 7 Is il sli ll lhere? 
"No. It is gone. See, when they closed those schools, the 
school and land , that area goes back lo lhe original landowner, 
and he tore everything down." 
What happened to the equipment in the school ? 
"Il disaappeared too. I don't know. I don't know wher e it 
went. I don't know whether the owner gol that or nol. Now, down 
here at this schoolhouse when they closed it, o f course , my Home 
Demonstration Unil owned it. When they closed it , we bought it 
for a dollar. We had all our community meeting s down lhere. 
When lhe Larned District was going lo take it over, they lold us 
we could gel rid of lhe things . So, all of our unit, our club , 
and our families met down there one night and we had a so-called 
auction, if that is what you want to call it. If one wanted 
something, they would ask how much you wanted for it, and that's 
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the way we did it. We got rid of some of the s eats and I have 
some in the basement here. And I have some othe r things that 
they had down there. But I am sure, like out there at Woodrow, 
I would say pr obably t he people in that c ommun i ty each got one. 
I would i magine, because I know the man that tor e the schoolhouse 
down, and he was that type. I ' m sure he let everyone have one as 
a remembrance . 
What the ag e that children usually began sh c ool ? 
"Five. Barbara started at four because she wa s extra smart, and 
I didn ' t refuse her because her dad was on the S chool Board a nd 
he got me my job. But usually they were five g o ing on s ix. And , 
well, let's see, well maybe they did--they had to be s ix by--no, 
maybe they didn't either . That came later on. They had t o be six 
by the first of the year. But, that wa s after that. But r eally 
wasn't. Well, a lot of them, you know, if brothe r o r s iste r 
started to school, and the little one was a year younger and 
wanted to come, they let him come. Or sometimes, they k ept one 
out until he was seven so that they c ould start two tog e ther . 
So, there really was no age--there wasn't --but five was a b out the 
average they started." 
Did you have a lot of children in and out during t he s choo l 
year? 
"No. See, back then everybody was settled in one ar e a and you 
had the same ones - -if you stayed there long enough, you had the 
same ones from first grade all the way to the eighth grade 
because everybody s tayed put." 
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What was the furthest that any of the children had to travel to 
get to school? 
"Oh, let's see, about three miles." 
How did they get there? 
"Well, in bad weather their folks brought them. But in nice 
weather, the biggest percent of them walked home because there 
would be like three or four all going in one direction. And, 
then, you know, they most generally walked home in ni ce weather. 
Their folks always brought them in the morning. 
any of them ever walked in the morning." 
How many students did you have in school? 
"Eighteen that first year." 
And that was levels one through eight? 
I don't think 
"One through eight, and I was eighteen. As I said, I know I made 
a bunch of error s that year." 
How many students after grade eight went ahead and went lo high 
shcool? 
"I think everyone of them did. Now this was something they had 
lo do that in this day and age wasn 't fair. But, if you were in 
a rural area, also that included Rozel, Burdett and Garfield, you 
had to take a State Examination al the end o f the eighth grade 
before you were allowed to enter high shcool. And, I really 
didn't think that was fair because if you lived in Larned or 
Great Bend or any of those places, you didn't have to. But you 
did if you were in a rural school. But very few of them f ailed 
it. I know I had to take it. The rural kids at the end of the 
eighth grade had to go into the County Superintendent's 
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office--you would think she did everything, and she kind of 
did--but they all went in there and different teachers were 
brought in to supervise on Saturdays and they had to take this 
State Examination that came out from Topeka . And if they did not 
pass il, lhey were not allowed to lake it again; they had to 
repeat the eighth grade again next year." 
But lhe city children didn't have to? 
"They didn't have to . Those that lived in, you know like the 
Larned chidren and Great Bend children, Lacrosse children, they 
didn't have to . I never did think that was quite fair, and I 
can't remember when they did away with that because I know 
through the war they still did because the Tiny School out here 
where I had taught before the war, they had four or five eighth 
graders that were going to have to take the exam and they had a 
teacher that year that wasn't too whoopie, and the old School 
Board that I had, came to me and hired me for a month in the r e. 
This teacher had a baby and they hired me for a month in there. 
All I was to do was to get the eighth graders ready for the 
examination and that was over everything too." 
What types of occupations did the students usually take up? Did 
many students go on to college? 
"Well, like that first group that I had, that was in the 
depression. It was a little hard for them to get jobs or even go 
to school , but a lot of those when things got better, a lot of 
those went to school and I have pupils that were engineers, 
doctors, lawyers and everything." 
Was there any particular culture or her~tage that the kids at 
20 
Woodrow School came from? German culture? 
"Well, not really. Way back I'm sure they were in that area but 
down to where they were, it was not pronounced. Nothing 
pronounced about it. Now further north, at the edge of Rush 
County, then you got into the Bohemians and the Germans, but 
these weren ' t . They were, I'm sure they had some o f that i n 
their ancestory, but it was noth ing that they did anything 
about." 
How many years was a student required to go to s chool? Or did 
they have a requirement? 
"I don't know. In my mind, you know, sixteen rings a bell, and, 
of course, it's been that way for year s . I don't remember 
whether it was then or not. I can't remember any of them ever , 
any that I knew even when I was going to school, so I can't 
remember anybody ever dropped out. Of course , n ow, I will say 
this, I will take that bac k. They always got through the eighth 
grade. Some of them, some that I know, did not go on lo high 
school back when I was in school. So they wouldn't have been 
sixteen, so I suppose they had to complete the eighth grade 
maybe." 
Did you have any outstanding students from Woodrow School? State 
senators? Representatives? 
"I'm trying to think. I run into some of them ever so often . 
Well, I don't know. I have a lot of teachers. I had some 
engineers. I had one that worked in the Pentagon in Washington 
D.C. I don ' t wha t he did, but, you know it was some l ike that." 
What was the type of dress of the students and their appearanc e? 
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"The girls had to wear dresses and the boys wore, then, they 
usually wore overalls--overalls and shirts. But , the girls had 
to wear dresses. Definitely." 
What was the cost of the education as far as the family was 
concerned? Did they have lo pay enrollment fees? Book fees? 
"I don ' l lhink so. That was included in their taxe s . Of cour s e, 
they had to buy their own books and everything l ike that." 
What were the boundaries of the school's jurisdiction? How many 
square miles? 
"It depended upon how close. Now, some of the schoolhouses were 
only like three miles apart. And, it depended upon - -it really 
wasn't a set amount. I don't know how they chose it . But., you 
know, everybody in this area went to this school and then ove r 
there to that area--and it depended on how clos e the school s 
were." 
Who really made the decision ? The School Board? 
"I have no idea who did that. Whether it was, y ou know, whether 
they got together and kind of blocked it off. That is something 
I have no idea about. I just. knew where the Ash Valley District 
ended and where Woodrow started . You know, things like that . 
But, now you see, Ash Valley, where it is the re , t hen t h e r e was 
another school a mile and a half east and a mile south of Ash 
Valley. And where Martha Dreilling lives wa s the end of the As h 
Valley District going east and then on the Weisensee place, there 
where Holmburg lives now, then he went lo that other one tha t was 
a mile and a half that other direction. And I just don' t k now 
\ 
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how they decided that. Now, the west side of my folks' place was 
the end of the Ash Valley District and then those that lived a 
half mile over went to Woodr ow. See? I don't know how it wa s 
decided. I have no idea. Some were bigger than others because of 
the distance of the schoolhouses, so I just don't know." 
Wa s there a School Board for your school? 
"Yes. Every school had a School Board. They we re elected." 
Do you remember the members? 
"Okay, I had Charles Buckman , Joe Rieschl, Fred Brack. Who was 
that fourth one up there? Must have been Roy Prosch." 
So you remember all of them? 
"Oh yes . " 
Did the school have an organization like P.T.A.? 
.. No .... 
WHo hired and fired teachers? 
"The School Board. They did i l." 
Did anyone else have input t o it? 
"We 11, I suppose. 
the parents. I'm 
listened to it. 
I ' m 
sure 
sure they had a l ot of input from some of 
they did, but I don't know as they 
I think they sort of made the decision, but I'm 
sure you couldn 't have any place that didn't have somebody 
complaining about something. I 'm sure they did, but I don't 
think they ever paid any attention lo it . And they were elected 
al an election, you know, by the people in that district--when 
they had--well, it must have been a primary election in August 
and they elected the School Board. It seemed lo me like they 
stayed on for two or three years . I don't know what it was but 
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they were elected. But, you know, there was always some who 
really wanted the job real bad and they would go around lo see if 
people would vole for them and all this stuff. Why they should 
be on it. And there were some that everyone said don't vole for 
that one, don't put him on . 
haven't changed that much." 
So, like i l is now. 
Were there any activities between schools? 
So, things 
Yes, now they had--really wasn't with the kids though. 
more the parents than the kids, but they had ball games. 
It was 
I know 
Woodrow and Ash Valley played a lot of ball games. But, it would 
be--well, some of the older boys would play, but it was more 
parents than anyone else. They were the ones who wanted to 
play. And then, as I said, the literary societies--lhat was a 
community, and that would be several communities which would be 
involved because usually al the literaries different schools 
would have a special number that they would bring besides the 
adults in the community so they took part in things like that." 
Were there any controversies surrounding Woodrow School 7 Did 
anything happen there that got talked about? 
"I really don't know . I know years before I was there, there was 
a family that drove out one teacher after the other. They 
finally-- the boys, got out of school and that ended. There 
wasn't nothing they could do about it. But, no, as a rule, a 
close knit community like that, as a rule, they had the same 
ideas, and I think they usually got along pretty good on most 
things" 
Did the school make any lasting contributions to the community? 
"I don't know whether it did or not." 
Do you know why the school closed? 
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"Yes, when they started--it was lack of funds. And when they 
started closing all the rural schools around, you know. They 
started to consolidate and when Woodrow first closed, they and 
two other schools, West Point and Independence, they all went 
together to Ash Valley, and it was the same thing down around 
Sanford where a lot of schools closed and they went into 
Sanford. I think it was just plain lack of money to keep that 
many schools going after things got more expensive." 
Was the land purchased or given lo the school? 
"I wouldn't know about Woodrow, but almost all of them were 
given. They usually were only an a c re, I think. Then it was in 
the contract that if that school closed and was n o t used as a 
c ommunity center, it went back to the landowner. And, of course, 
now like down here , as long as it was used a s a c ommunity center 
it could not go back to the landowner. Then, of cou rse, when 
Larned go hold of it, they auctioned it off and s o ld it. The 
land, the acre of land there." 
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Where did the funds come from to build the school? 
"The people in the district contributed. I don't think they were 
as sessed a certain thing. They just sort of, kind of, got together 
and decided . They didn't hire--at Woodrow, now, I know they didn't. 
Ash Valley, they hired a regular contractor because it was a big 
building and concrete. But here, most o f it was done by the local 
people with help from somebody that knew what he was doing. They 
built. it." 
How much did it. cost when a student. enrolled? Did he have to pay 
anything at all? 
"Noth ing. " 
All he had to do was buy his books ? 
"All he had to do was buy his books and there--it was underneath a 
drugstore in Larned; Ben Houdyshell's Drugstore which was way before 
your time and Ritzman took over from Ben Houdyshell. It. was in the 
basement. of his store and everybody in the count.y--he partitioned it 
off into first grade, second grade, et.c.--and if y ou wer e in the first. 
grade, etc. you were taken there and you bought you r books. I'm sure 
they didn't cost very much back then. But. everything was all in a 
package. Thal was it. You brought everything that wa s in the package 
to school and that was it" 
Did you have any students that couldn't afford to buy books? 
"I never did have any show up that didn ' t have any. I ' m sure in later 
years there probably were. Not out there because I'm sure in some of 
the places in later years they had some. Well, I know they did al Ash 
Valley because even when I was still going to school there we had a 
lot. of railroad workers that. were in there, and you know, some of 
those didn't have too much money. But, I don't know how the books 
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were--but they had the books some way or other. They were given the 
books." 
What was your salary the first year you taught? 
"S45 . 00 a month. " 
And how about lhe last year you taught? 
"Sl,800.00 a month." 
Initially when you started leaching, how did they determine your 
salary? 
"I don't know. They just. said take it or leave it. That's what lhey 
said, and if you won 't teach for $45.000, I have twenty other teachers 
who will. I never did have any trouble , and, of course, as I've said, 
when I moved lo Tiny they came and offered it to me. That was $70.00 
a month. A lot more. There wasn't anything, you know, 'We're paying 
$70.00 a month . Are you interested? We would like to have you if you 
are.' And lhal was it. There was no negotiations or anything. You 
look il or else. That was it." 
How did they pay you? Did you get a check or did they pay you cash? 
"A check that you went around yourself on the end of the month; you 
would go first to the treasurer and he would write out your check. 
You would go to--you had to visit each School Board member f or him lo 
sign your check. You earned it when you got through because you 
visited each one of lhem. You know , I always lhoughl lhey could have 
signed lhat--lhey could have--like lhe treasurer could have signed the 
check and brought il up lo school and all the school board membe rs had 
children in school. I could have caught them when they came . Bul, 
no, you didn't do that. Sarne way over here at Tiny. I visited all 
lhe School Board members once a month. Thal was lhe way they did it.." 
